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some old ones.
Some reasons for the improved ticket sales:
— February's announcement of lower season-ticket prices.

— The Blues were 27-18-9 after Andy Murray took over as coach in mid-December, spurring
optimism about him being at the helm a full season.

— The arrival of defenseman Erik Johnson, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2006 draft.
— The signing of Kariya to a three-year, $18 million contract.

Checketts said he doesn't believe "just one thing" has sold Blues fans on the direction of the
franchise. But he said the Kariya signing "woke some people up. The Kariya thing was like,
'Oh wow, they really are serious about this."

The Blues reported selling 450 new season tickets in the week after signing Kariya, and 1,600
of their 2,500 new tickets have been sold since he joined the team. Also since the signing, the
team has sold an average of 40 new season tickets per weekday and 200 per week. On that
pace, with seven weeks left before the home opener Oct. 10, the ticket base could grow by
1,400. That would more than eclipse the 9,100 season-ticket holders in 2003-04, when the
Blues had a record of 39-30-11-2 for 91 points.

"We're only 1,000 behind a year when they had a spectacular season," Checketts said. “That
would be some goal to beat."

CHANGING MINDS

The Blues say that the upper bowl at Scottrade Center should be close to full this season,
including a sellout of the $7 seats.

"Now our focus continues to be on the lower bowl and our club seats, getting the corporate
community involved and getting the lower bowl filled," said Peter McLoughlin, CEO of Blues
Enterprises.

This summer, the Blues have held what they call “influencer parties,” where Checketts,
McLoughlin, minority owner Tom Stillman, Blues President John Davidson and members of
the team meet with area business leaders in an effort to drum up interest.

Checketts said the parties have been a success, though he says the club has only scratched
the surface with the corporate community.

"We're spending a lot of time getting to know people," he said. "They haven't known our
ownership. They don't know the new management. So, we're spending a lot of time in front of
people asking for them to come back."

Checketts and those leaders often end up talking about why the tickets were canceled in the
first place.

"All of them had different reasons, some of them really unique,” Checketts said. "I had
somebody mention to me, | guess it was (Keith) Tkachuk that showed up at a Cardinals game
in a Red Sox hat. That just deeply, deeply offended him ... so much so, he gave up his season
tickets."

Another factor was the trade that sent Chris Pronger to Edmonton, which was completed
before Checketts took over. "A disregard for the fans or their feelings," Checketts said some
fans told him.

But he feels the tide changing.

"It's almost like I've been having these discussions with people, and they're getting it all out
and they're deciding it's time to go on," Checketts said. "That's what | sense from them."
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